Basing House - Information for Teachers

Getting Here

Free coach parking is available for Basing House at the public car park off Barton’s
Lane (use RG24 8AE for SatNav) and a free car park for anyone travelling
separately. The site is very close to Junction 6 on the M3.

Lunch Time

During warm weather, we recommend picnicking on the Citadel site, where picnic
tables and benches are available and the Lodge Museum will be open for visits. If the
weather is good, why not have lunch in the Walled Garden? During cold or wet
weather, we can provide covered seating at Basing Grange, with a visit to the gift
shop if required. Goody bags can also be made up at pre-agreed prices if you would
rather not visit the shop.

The Lodge Museum

The newly refurbished Lodge Museum, which tells the story of Basing House from
Norman times to the present day, includes child friendly interactives, many of which
are about the Tudor house. You are welcome to take your classes in their pre
arranged groups into the museum over lunch time.

Explore the Site

Using the text panels arranged around the site at key points, find out more about the
Norman, Tudor and Stuart history of Basing House. Discover the Civil War
earthworks, the massive curtain wall and the impressive great well.

Toilets

Toilets are available in the Learning & Community Centre, by the main gate to the
site of the Basing House ruins and under the Lodge Museum. There are accessible
toilets at both locations and a further accessible toilet below the Museum.



Hazard Information

Basing House consists of the earthworks and ruins of the house which was
destroyed in the Civil War. Please can you ensure that all people are wearing
suitable footwear. Heels should not be worn, as they increase the hazards on the
site and are unsuitable for exploring the ruins. Open-toed sandals are also
inadvisable. Trainers, Wellington boots or walking boots are ideal.

Children should bring warm clothes, wet weather gear or hats and sun cream
according to the weather. The site is very exposed and there is little shelter other
than at Basing Grange. As your class is visiting an archaeological site, please make
them aware that they must treat it with respect, by not climbing on banks or standing
on any brickwork.

Your coach drops you off in the car park, where you will be met by a member of staff.
From here you will walk to Basing House, which involves crossing a small road and
walking alongside the river and fish ponds. Children are to walk carefully along this
path, preferably in single file, being aware that there is water either side of them.

During the activities taking place in the Education Room, children will be handling
archaeological and replica objects. Guidance will be given on object handling and
toilet facilities are available in the same block for hand washing at the end of the
session.

The class(es) will be visiting the ruins of Basing House, which is on a separate site
on the other side of the road. You will be escorted to a crossing point opposite the
gates to Basing House and a teacher must lead all pupils over the road, which is a
busy one.

When walking around the site please be aware of the natural environment (hills,
slopes, uneven ground, long grass etc) and that the ground can be slippery when
wet. The earthworks are out of bounds to all people and must not be climbed. If any
of your children are likely to have allergic reactions, please ensure that inhalers, epi-
pens etc. are brought with you; the pollen levels can be very high.

As Basing House is a large open site, we require teachers and adult helpers to stay
with their designated groups at all times. KS1 and KS2 require 5 adults per class,
and KS3 require a ratio of 1:15.



